t784]        THE STRUGGLE WITH FOX
tragi-comic solemnity.1 The strength and universality popular impulse surprised even Pitt.a lie was a triumphantly by 334 votes for the University of Cambi friend, Lord Huston, gaining 288, while their opponents hencl and Mansfield, polled only 267 and iHr resp Wilkes swept Middlesex by a large majority—for th< Skilful speakers like ICrskine, county magnates like Kar aiul Thomas Grenville, were thrust aside for the crimt porting the Coalition; and in certain boroughs, where m been sent down to oppose that hated union, travellers claimed against it were forcibly detained and returned bcrs of Parliament. Never, we are assured by Wraxall, < less bribery used in the interests of the Crown; for, as h asserts, " corruption for once became almost uunecessar The reasons of this extraordinary overthrow of the ' are not far to seek. Tories felt far more regard for t prerogative than for Lord North, now that he had gon the Kind's enemies; and independent Whigs refused 1 Fox in his ex-centric march towards the Northites. Coalition was in reality defeated by—the Coalition. T diced old Whig, Horace Walpole, might abjure his f with Mason for heading "the pert and ignorant cabal a he might declare that the nation must be intoxicated t< the use of the royal prerogative against " the Palladiu people " (the I louse of Commons). " Juniu.s " might rais< dreaded voice to assure his countrymen that the vieto would put an end to their boasted liberties, It was use)
1 "Fax's Martyrs: a new Hook of the Sufferings of the Faitli*«"» (h-JuuuUittn^ thr jurfujftaiUry tlrafti t»f theii Tils* t.'uy »*!' I,«ii«l««i}8 ihr- h«»me «»f blatant Whig|{i*im . «.il thr Wilkri *4lT.yi, tt«»w th^fiknl fill Inr hi-i firrvit'cri him tti (rcciiMiu, wjth the #tt't:u«}|J»tiiS{««it of it u<»UI ritie intu ihr i.-.ity **n 4Sth Kehrnary to receive t)!irr *»» thr J^lti, hr- ij»r,*k questitw «i turning «»tt th.it «f nt»ml»rr-* its Ihr H«»u">r.
